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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xxiii. 34. 
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For the Christian Messenger. 
Dr. CraRKe’s Discourse on JOUN 
ili. 16. 
(Concluded from page 126.) 

On page 14, the doctor says, “ I 
will lay it down as an axiom, what I 
think will not be disputed, and what 
cannot be successfully controverted, 
that man is the creature of God’s love. 
And, after making a number of obser-|i 
vations to show the propriety of this 
axiom, the doctor adds, 

“ I do not found these observations 
on the supposition of certain excellen- 
cies possessed by man previously to 
his fall; I found them on what he is 
now. I found them on his vast and 
comprehensive understanding ; on his 
astonishing powers of ratiocination ; 
on the extent and endless variety of 
his imagination or inventive faculty : 
and I see the proof and exercise of 
these in his invention of arts and sci- 
ences. ‘Though fallen from God, mo- 

ally degraded and depraved, he has 
"i ‘lost his natural powers: he is yet 
capable of the most exalted degrees of 
knowledge in all natural things ; ; and 
his knowledge ts power.” 

Now, if man is “ the creature of 
God’s love,” (to which idea we cordi- 
ally agrees) and if this 1s discoverable 
from what “ he is now,” what will 
ever prevent man from still continuing 
the creature of God’s love? His sup- 
posed fall, moral degradation and de- 
pravity, have not, according to Dr. 
C., prevented the love of God from 
still being extended towards him; and 
in this he agrees with the sc riptures ; 
for they iad: intly testifigathe love oF 
God to man, even to the very chief of 
sinners. The sin of Adam, therefore, 
that sin which is supposed to have in- 
Volved his whole posterity in one 
common ruin, has not prevented nor 
destroyed the love of God: why then 
Should the sin of any of his posterity, 
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in this supposed state of moral depra- 
vity, produce an effect which the sin 
of Adam did not? 

According to Dr. C., therefore, as 
long as man retains his natural facul- 
ties, those faculties on which the doc- 
tor’s observations were founded, man 
must remain the creature of God's love. 
But take away the natural powers of 
*}man, as well as his moral, and what}! 
is there left? Yea, how ‘could man 
possess moral powers without natural! 
and if both his natural and moral 
powers were destroyed, man would no 
longer exist. As long as man exists, 
therefore, he must and will exist, ac- 
éording to Dr. C., according to scrip- 
ture, and according to reason and 
sound sense, the creature of God’s love. 

Now, who would think that this 
same Dr. C., who has such noble and 
exalted views of the love of God, 
should believe that this same cregture 
of God’s love should be “ in danger of 
perishing everlastingly!” Yet the doc- 
tor thinks that he has made it appear 
evident, “ That the wor/d, the whole 
human race, was (not only) in a ruin- 
ous condemned state, (but also, ) in 
danger of perishing everlasting/y ; and 
without power to rescue itself from 
the impending destruction.” We might 
as well stppose that a most beloved 
and helpless child was in danger of 
being cruelly tortured to death “by its 
most endearing and affectionate fa- 
ther! There never was, neither 
possible that there should be, any more 
danger that the creature of God’s lowe 
should perish everlasting/ly, than there 


is 3t} 


:}iS danger that the love of God should}! 


engage into the most inveterate hat- 
red! neither is it true, as state ‘d by 
Dr. C. , p- 36, “ That they who believe 
are exem p ted from eternal perdition L 

Man, the creature of Gods love, was 
never destined, never doomed, neve 
threatened with such a loss. That he 





but it is no where intimated in the 
Bible that that death should be eter- 
nal: so far from this, we are positively 
assured to the contrary ; that as by 
man came death, so by man came the 
resurrection from the dead; that, as in 
Adam all die; even so, in Christ, shall 
all be made alive. _ But how all can be 
made alive in Christ, and yet remain 
in a state of eternal perdition, or perish 
everlastingly, it is impossible to con- 
ceive. 

It has been generally supposed that 
it was incumbent on Universalists to 
prove that sinners will be saved from 
endless misery, from eternal perdition, 
from everlasting destruction, &c, but 
we do not feel it incumbent on us to 
prove any such thing; for, consider 
those words in an unlimited sense, and 
salvation from such a state would be 
a natural impossibility; because sal- 
vation from any state destroys that 
state, and renders it not endless, not 
everlasting, not eternal. We contend, 
therefore, that the love of God towards 
his creature man precludes the least 
possibility o~ danger of endless mi- 
sery: and it is incumbent on those 
who believe such a doctrine to prove 
it true. We contend that the sinner 
may experience all that God has 
threatened him with, onaccount of sin, 
and yet receive the gift of God, wuIcH 
IS ETERNAL LIFE, through Fesus 
Christ our Lord. And we never have 
yet seen any evidence to the contrary. 
This doctrine is perfectly consistent 
with the love of God; and is a prin- 
ciple which may and ought to be put 
in practice by every kind and affection- 
ate parent. When a parent absolutely 
threatens a child with any chastise~ 
ment whatever, as the punish. nent of 
jits disobedience, it ever ought to be 
inflicted, in case the child disobey's ; 
but the parent should take care in the 
first plac e, and not threaten an unmer- 





is threatened with death, is certain; 





cifiil punishment; and secondly, the 
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punishment should by no means lessen 
the love of the parent, so as to prevent 
kind offices afterwards. Thus God 
deals with his children; and _ thus 
should we endeavour to do at all 
times by ours. 

Here we shall close our remarks on 
the discourse of Dr. C.; and if. we 
have advanced any thing unsound, we 
hope some one will be kind-cnough to 
point out our error. 


Christian JAcssenger. 
Philadelphia, Saturday, March 18, 1820. 
The substance of a conversation which 
recently took place between a Univer- 

salist and a Methodist. 
(Concluded from page 127.) 

M. Divine justice is so far satisfied, 
that the death of Christ has put it into 
the power of the creature to be saved 
if he will; but it compels no one to be 
saved contrary to his will. ‘+ Whoso- 
ever WILL, let him come.” 

U. And what is to make the crea- 
ture willing? You have said that the 
creature in his natural state is alto- 
gether carnal; and that no stream can 
arise above its source; now how can 
this carnal creature obtain this heaven- 
ly will? 

M. Why, do you think that. God 
will save the sinner as you would save 
a man exposed in the water, from 
drowning; that is, by taking him by 

orce, and throwing him on shore 

U. All that I contend for is, souas 
the means must meet the case, i. e. 
the circumstance of the creature, what- 
ever that may be supposed to be. For 
unless the means should meet the case 
of the sinner, there might as well have 
heen no provision made for his salva- 
tion. 

M. The means are sufficient! and 
they meet the case of every sinner, 
so far as to put it in his ‘power to be 
saved if he will! but it is not in the 
power of Christ to give me salvation 
unless I am willing to receive it ! 

7. If Christ has power over all 
flesh, as we read, why has he not pow- 
er to make you willing whenever he 
sees fit? 

M. Because all the terms of salva- 
tion are conditional; and it remains 
with the creature to comply with the!s 
terms or not, just as he pleases. 

U. And what are the terms or con- 
ditions of salvation? 











faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
will now, for Christ’s sake, accept of 
our faith in lieu of our obedience. 
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and 


M. Repentance towards God, 
God 


U. 1 should doubt whether faithjo 


will ever be accepted in Jew of obe- 
dience ; for faith without worss, t. e. 
obedience, is dead. But repentance and 
faith you say are conditions ; and what 
is that which produces repentance and 
faith? are those things conditional al- 
so? Itis the goodness of God which 
leadeth men to repentance ; is this 
goodness conditional? It is the 
dences of the fact which is to be be- 
lieved, being brought home to the un- 
derstanding, which produce faith ; 
are these evidences conditional? They 
all either do, or else do not, exist. 


evi- 


M. Supposing a number of captives 


were in Algiers, under the galling 
chains of slavery, and the government 
should ransom them and send for them 
home; would it be certain that they 
would all return? 
away their agency, the government/g 
could not compel them to return: and 
many of them might remain notwith- 
standing all should be ransomed. 


Without taking 


U. Your similitude is good as far 


as it goes. If after having understood 
that they are actually ransomed, 
that a worse punishment than slavery 
does not await them on their return; 
but that their crimes against their own 
government, whatever 
been, are all forgiven; 

standing all this they still prefer the 
galling chains of slavery to the free- 
dom of their own country, then, in that 
case, they would remain, unless they 

should be compelled by force to re- 

turn. 
able. A person who should make such 
a wretched 
grossly deceived, must be destitute of 
all rational sense, and therefore not a 
moral being. 


and 


thev mav have 
if after under- 


But the case is not suppose- 


choice, unless he were 


M. Oh! Thousands aremaking just 


such a choice ! 


U. Who are they? 
MM. Why, even in this city, the gos- 


pel is constantly preached, and yet per- 
haps not one out of ten embraces the 
terms of salvation. 


U. But respecting the c captives in 


Algiers, of whom you spoke, will you 


say it is possible for them to hear the 


good news of their ransom, and believe 
all that I stated, and yet choose to re- 
main in Algiers? 


Af. Ah, that is-nothing to the point, 
[ am speaking of the gospel. ‘Thou. 
sands hear the gospel, and understand 
- and yet do not embrace the means 

salvation. 

UO. This I conceive to be quite in. 
correct. The reason why sinners are 
not saved is either, first, because the 
gospel is not preached to theties or else, 
secondly, their minds are so prepos. 
sessed with prejudices that th cy do 
not hear so as to understand: for no 
rational man can hear the gospel, so 
as to understand it, without being 
saved thereby. For I tehteive it to 
be impossible for a rational man to un. 
derstand the gospel, and the evidences 
by which it is sup ported, without be. 
lieving it true: and the gospel is the 
* nower of God unto salvation to ev ery 
one that believeth.” 

Mf. Then you say that the gosp cl is 
not preached i in this city, do you? 

U’. This, it must be ‘come ssed, is a 
very serious charge; but I fear that, 
renerally speaking, it 1s too true. 


‘iM. W ell, I should like to see 
proof of this! 
U’. The gospel signifies, literally, 


good news. Itis that good news which, 
as we are informed, the angel pro- 
claimed to the shepherds of Israe 

and which he said should be unto 2 
people: and Jesus commissioned his 
disciples to preach the same good news 
to every creature ; (for the word in the 
original is the same.) Now, is that 
which is generally preached for gospel, 
good news to all people? 

M. Yes, itis goo d news to all peo- 
ple to hear that a Saviour is provided. 
But then, you must recollect that 
Christ said, “He that believeth not 
shall be damned!” 

U. True: but what is the unbe- 
liever damned for not believ ing! Or, 
in other words, what is that iruth 
which would hae saved the unbe- 
liever, if he had belicved it? What 
must the unbeliever believe’ that he 
may be saved? 

JJ. What must he believe! 
believe in Christ. 4 
U. Yes;@iMt believe what in Christ? 


Why 


M. Believé that he is the Saviour of 


sinners. 

(7. Christ may be the Saviour of 
sinners, and yet not the Saviour of the 
individual of whom we speak. Is it 
true that Jesus is the Saviour of this 





individual ? 
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M. Yes: if he believes 
otherwise he is not! 

U. But, my dear sir, do you not 
erceive that the fact must be true be- 
fore it is believed, or else a belief in it 
would not bea belief iti the truth? And 
if true; can it be sencered false by the 
anbelief of the creature ? 

M. Why—as there is no truth in 
favour of the unbeliever, the unbeliev- 
er cannot be benefited by the truth,_— 
and unless he embraces the truth kere, 
there is another truth which will damn 
him hereafter. 

U. Then, what 
truth which would have s 
he had believed it? 

M. Itstill remains a truth that there 


becomes of that 


was a Saviour provided for him, and! 


that salvation was offered him, and!raised, and all nations shall stand be- 


fore God, &é. 


thathe might have been saved, if it had 
not been for his own neglect. 

U. And supposing that he had be- 
lieved all this, would that have saved 
him? What is there in all the truths 


which you have stated which secures}: 


the salvation “of the sinner ? 

M. Well—what did Christ come in- 
tothe world for; if not for what I have 
stated ? 


U’. He came into the world to save 
smners: not to offer them salvation. 
and leave it to their sinful wills 


whether they would accept of-it or not! 
And in order to save the m, he bears 
witness unto the truth; as he stated! 
before Pilate. 

M. Well, I will take Pilate’s place 
now; and ask, ** What is truth?” 

U. The truth is contained in the re- 
cord which is given us: and, “ This 
is the record; that God hath given un- 
tous eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.” 1 John v. 11. 

Jf. Has the unbeliever eternal life? 

LU. Yes; he has eternal lite given 
him in Christ: as much so as the be- 
lever; and this is the very thing ne- 
cessary to be believed, in order to 
constitute ar iy one a believer in C hrist: 
but there can be no propriety in be- 
lieving it unless it be first trve. 

M. Unbelievers have no life nor in- 
terest in Christ! - 

U. How, then, (even if they should 
believe,) can it be possible for Christ 
to give them eternal life? Christ says 
hat the Father hath given him powerjz 
bver all flesh, that he should give eter- 


saved him ifjeverlasting dogs not necessarily sipni-|i 


THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


M. Yes: but are unbelievers given 
to Christ? 

U’. Most certainly ; as well as be- 
lievers; for the Father hath given 
him the heathen for his inheritance,}i 
and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession—yea, the Father 
loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hands. 

Ai. But does not Christ say that 
these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment? 

CU’. Yes. But of what period of time 
does he speak? For I presume you 
are sensible that the term rendered 


ty an éndleds duration. 
M. Why, surely, it is at the final 








ziven him. 


™ *s 


judgment, when the dead shall be 


You know how it reads. 

U. Yes: I know very well how it 
reads ; and therefore know that there 
is nothing : said about the resurrection 
of the dead, nor of the last or final 
judgment, in all the connexion where 
those words are found: but so far 
from this, it says that this generation 
shall not pass away tillall these thing 
be fulfilled. 

M. Well, I will give up that text 
then; but there is another which you|— 
cannot get over. In the explanation 
'lof the parable of the wheat and tares, 
Christ says, 
of the world. The Son of man shall 
send forth his angels, and they shall 
gather out of his “kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniqui- 
ty; and shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire; there shall be w ailing and 
gnashing of teeth.”” Matth. xiii. 40-42 

U. And what do you understand by 
the end of this wor id, in that passage ! r 

M. The end of time, certainly! 

U’. Do you not recéilect that we 
read that Christ came in the end of the 
world to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself? 

M. No! There is no such passage ! 

{’. Certamly, there is: Heb. ix. 26: 
‘“ But now once, in the end of the world 
hath he : ap speared, to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself.” Here the 
expression is exactly the same im the 
original as in the passage you have 
mentioned, except the word rendered 
world, is in the plural number, worlds, 
or, literally, ages; but it undoubtedly 
refers to the same period. 


lhad thor 
~ e e { 
“¢So shall it be in the ead! /: 
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Lai 


word does not always mean the same 
thing : the apostle referred to an event 
which was then past ; but Christ speaks 
of an event to eines. “So shall it be 
in the end of the world!” wh'ch cer- 
tainly must mean the end of time! 

U. But why must it? The text 
reads in the original—* So shall it be 
in the end (or at the conclusion) of 
this age:’ which was then future, 
even if Christ meant’'the same period 
of which the apostle speaks. 

MZ. No—it does not read so—it is 
the end of the wor/d/ and if vou dis-~ 
pute Christ’s own words, I have 
nothing’ more to say on the subject ! 

U. Well, we will appeal to the 
Greek Testament, which will settle 
this point at once; or, if you have not 
one at hand, any of the late transla- 
tions. 

JM. Oh! I have the Greek Testa- 
ment; and also the late translations— 
what one will you have ?—will Camp- 
bell answer? 

U. Y any one—for they all read 
as I say. 

(Here the Methodist went up stairs 

after his books—but whether he found 
Whe Greek Testament to read contrar y ty 
what he expected, or not, is not certain 

—but he came down patey only Gamp- 
bell on the gospels—and in his absence 
twht of another question, calcu- 
ated to divert the mind from the sub- 
“au -) 

Then you do not, after all, ad- 
mit Pet there was any merit in the 
death and sufferings of Christ! 

U. I know of no merit in them as a 
satisfaction to divine justice /—there 
.Jwas undoubtedly merit in them; and 
so there was merit in the death and 
sufferings of the apostles, most of whom 
died in a similar manner; and they 
considered their sufferings as filling up 
the aK of the sufferings of Christ. 
M. Well, 1f you do not admit this, 


sce 
We 


* The text referred to, Mat. xiii. 40, 
reads thus: eurws sear & TP GUITEACIA TH aiw- 
yo¢ TYT*—SIC erit in Consummatione seculi 
—literally, so shall it be at the conclusion 
of this age. In justification of rendering 
ww TY TUITEAR, at the coin Lusion, see VW ‘ake- 
field and Thompson : see also | Thess, il. 
19. Heb. xii. 2. Campbell renders it “ at 
the conclusion of this state.’? And in his 
note he says, “The word amv may denote 
either the world, in the }: urgest acceptation 
or the age, state, or dispensation of things, 





M. Why, you know that the same 


answering nearly to the Latin seculum. 
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there is no use in looking at the pass- 
age—lI wish to say nothing further on 
the subject. 

U. Why not? If sinners are saved ; 
what difference will it make, whether 
they are saved by the sufferings of 
Christ, or by the love of God, as ma- 
nifested in Christ? will not the latter 
idea reflect as much glory on the cha- 
racter of God, or on Christ, as the for- 
mer? 


M. We admit that it is all by the 


» love and mercy of God:—but how 


could God love sinners, consistently 
with his justice, had it not been for the 
meritorious death and sufferings of 
Christ? 

U. God’s love to a sinful world was 
anterior to the death and sufferings of 
Christ, and therefore no merit was ne- 
cessary to produce that which already 
existed. 

M. God loves sinners, it is true, 
while they are in a state of probation; 
but can you show that the love or mer- 
cy of God was ever extended to sin- 
ners in hell ? 

U. Yes: we have proof directly in 
point. David says, “‘ Great is thy mer- 
cy towards me, and thou hast deliver- 
ed my soul from the. lowest hell.” 
Now, unless you can find a hell below 
the lowest, we have found deliveranée. 

JM. David was never in hell! 

U. Then how could he have been 
delivered from it? he could not have 
héen delivered from a place, or state, 
in which he was not. 

M. But this was not the hell in the 
other world. 

U. It belongs to you to prove that 
there is a hell in another world: this 
was -hell according to the Scriptures, 


svhich is sufficient for our purpose. 


Again, Jonah says, “ Out of the belly 
of hell cried I, and thou (the Lord) 
heardest my voice.” 

M. Ah!—out of the belly of the 
fish! Doyou think that that was hell? 
~@. Jonah called it so—it is for you 
to prove, if there be any other. But, 
sir—lI perceive that you are growing 
rather warm again! I will, if you 
please, ask you one serious question, 
with a view of drawing our conversa- 
tion to a close.—Do you believe that 
it is the will of God that all men should 
be saved? | 

M. Yes: I believe it is the will of 
God that all nien should be saved, in 
the way which God hath appointed. 


U. Very well. Ihave no objection 
to the amendment; for I believe that 
it is the will of God that all men should 
be saved, in the way which God hath 
appointed: of course it is not his will 
that any should be finally lost, in a 
way which he hath not appointed. 

M. But if man does not embrace 
salvation, in the- way that he’ hath ap- 
pointed; then it is his will that they 
should be eternally damned! 

U. Hold! if you please—not quite 
so hasty. It is impossible, in the very 
nature of things, bor God to have two 
wills relating to the same subject, and 
those diametrically opposite to each 
other. Suffer me to put this will of 
God, which you have acknowledged, 
into one end of a scale—‘*God will 
have all men to be saved in the way 
that he hath appoitted.”” Now, what 
can you put into the other end of the 
scale, which can weigh down the will 
of God ?—Say that the sinner is not 
willing, or, if you please, will not be 
saved in the way that God hath ap- 
pointed! Do you believe that sinful 
man, a poor finite worm of the dust, 
can maintain a will, in opposition to 
the will of God, to all eternity ? 

M. Yes: Ido! 

U. Well, then, I have done. There 
can be no use in extending this con- 
versation any further. For I perceive 
that the will of man is to be set up in 
opposition to the will of God ; and the 
will of God must be defeated, because 
the will of rebellious man must not be 
humbled, contrary to his own will; 
this is setting up a god, as an object of 
supreme worshtp, which is something 
less than the Almighty! 

Thus ended a lengthy conversation, 
which, from the manner in which it was 
conducted, we conclude, was not very 
satisfactory to either party, or to those 
who were present. Much was saidon 
both sides, particularly by the Metho- 
dist, which has not been written; 
while, perhaps, some things have been 
stated which were not said; but the 
substance of the corfversation, both as 
to matter and manner, has been faith- 
fully narrated. Not a single argument, 
wage was advanced on either side, 
has been intentionally omitted; and 
much of it has been stated verbatim. 
If any thing has been stated essential- 
ly wrong, let it be pointed out in 
writing, and it shall be corrected ina 





future number. 





POWTS*? CORNAR, 
Hosannsh to our conqu’ring king, 
The Saviour lives again ! 


Not all the bolts and bars of death 
The conqu’ror could detain. 


How sad and mournful was the hour, 
While in the tomb he lay! 

But God descen'ls in mighty power, 
And death yields up its prey. 


Hosannah to our conqu’ring king, 
All hail, triumphant love! 

Ten thousand songs of glories wait 
To crown thy head above. 


Thy vict’ries and thy deathless fame 
Through the wide world shall run ; 
And evefiasting ages sing 
The tsnunpike Choe hast won. 
cannes 
Jesus calls, I will adore him, 
Cheerfully his name record— 
Sinners, come, and fall before him, 
Trust in his redeeming word— ‘ 
He is Christ the blessed Saviour, 
Sent from God to guilty men, 
To bestow en them his favour— 
Hallelujah to his name. 


Hither all ye weary travellers, 

Heavy laden sinners, come ; 

Hie’li release you from your labours, 
Kindly take your spirits home: 

He wiil give you life eternal, 

He will give you peace and joy ; 
Nothing ever shall disturb you, 
While you are in his employ. 


Hark! he saith to guilty sinners, 

“lake my yoke and learn of me ; 

I'll assist the young beginners, 

Make their souls from bondage free : 
Take my yoke, thou wandering stganger, 
Bear the same with sweet delight ; 

I'll deliver you from danger, ; 
Grace shall make the burden light.” 


Jesus, help us now in coming 
Joyfully to obey thy will; 
From our sins we would be runnifigs 
Till we reach to Zion’s hill: 
Take our souls, dear blessed Saviour, 
Mould them to a heavenly frame ; 
We shall never lose-our labour, 
When we work in Jesus’ name, 
K. 
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zine is informed, that we have received th 


which had been mislaid. ‘This informatio 
is necessary, as he has offered “ a generous 
price” for a few copies of that numbef 
This augurs well; as we have understood 
that 1000,g@pies of the Magazine are struck 
off every Week, and No.-S0, only sevi 
numbers back, are, as it would seem, a 
ready out of print. 
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